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Sustainable development of mountain regions is the global priority. As the mountain country, 

Georgia strives for sustainable development of mountain regions that is reflected in appropriate laws.  

Sustainable development equally implies the improvement both of environment and of economic, 

social and cultural environment of local society. Therefore, the very important aspect of sustainable 

development is an understanding of domestic needs and their direct consideration when projecting a 

development plan. Developing countries are especially unprepared towards these challenges and frequently 

one of the main reasons is unavailability of information exchange and close contact between decision-

makers and population.  

The goal of our research is the study/displaying of population’s attitude in one of the mountain 

regions of Georgia – Mestia municipality, towards ecological problems in the context of regional 

development.    

Questionnaire survey was conducted among Mestia municipality population. SPSS package was used 

for statistical analysis of results of polling.   

The most important ecological problems of Mestia municipality population were identified as a 

result of the research. Corresponding maps with the use of geoinformation system were compiles in order to 

study peculiarities of spatial distribution of problems.   

Obtained results are very important for elaboration of strategy of sustainable development of region, 

and are also quite interesting on a global scale as spectacular example of mutual relationship of environment 

and mountain regions’ population.  
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